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The purpose of Ministry Matters is to provide an opportunity for the leaders of Timothy to share 
what is happening in their ministry areas. Each Friday, Ministry Matters is emailed to Timothy’s 
executive board, elders, staff, commission leaders and other lay leaders. If you wish to include 
something, please email it to Diane Mayfield (dianem@timothylutheran.com) by 8am 
Thursday. Feel free to share this document as you wish. 
 
From Connections Coordinator—Diane Mayfield 
To all ministry staff, commission leaders, committee chairs, board chairs:  It’s not too early to 
start preparing the year-end Annual Reports. Since these will be distributed at the Annual 
Voters’ Meeting on Dec. 3, the deadline to send your report to me will be Nov. 15.  Last year’s 
document can be found on the church website under “Downloads.” Feel free to refer to your 
report from last year as you compose this year’s report. Thank you very much!   
 
From GIVE Commission—Pam Sbisa, commission leader 
GIVE Commission met on Sept. 25 with Pam Sbisa, Carol Schemmer, Diane Mayfield and Nancy 
Nowiszewski attending. Pam opened the meeting with prayer.  
 
Nancy shared her September Care Ministry report: 

 Compassionate Care I met with lay leaders involved with Timothy’s transition house to 
discuss the first year of having a transitional house; overall, we believe it to be a success 
and will make some changes to the covenant agreement signed by the tenant. In 
addition, we will develop an application for those interested in living in the house; the 
application will be available mid-Nov. with Jan. 1 as the deadline for submission. We 
expect a new resident to move in by April 1. Our current family will move out by the end 
of February. 

 Cancer Companions offers training for churches to provide support for families 
impacted by a cancer diagnosis. We have purchased the starter kit (with funds donated 
for cancer support programs) and have registered Gary Williams and Lucy Johnson for 
the training on Oct. 7 at First Baptist Church, Blue Springs. I will work with Gary and Lucy 
to develop a support program that will serve the needs of our members, plus the 
community. 

 Hillcrest Transitional Housing will hold its annual gala on Saturday, Oct. 21, at the Hilton 
Garden Inn in Independence; ticket price is $100 per person. They will also collect gift 
baskets for the silent auction. Our resident (Megan) continues to do well; I learned 
recently that she will regain custody of her two children. 

 Spiritual Gifts Survey will be added to the church website once the makeover is 
complete. This has to be completed by November when the sermon series will feature 
this survey. 

 Stephen Ministry will host a special program entitled Live Well, which will be a kickoff 
for an 8-week informational group that focuses on how diet, exercise and faith can bring 
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balance to one’s well-being. The kickoff event will include information about general 
depression (distinct from clinical depression) with activities and a testimony from a 
Stephen Minister. The kickoff event is Sept. 28, 7pm, in the Fellowship Hall. So far nine 
people have signed up for the 8-week group. 

 DivorceCare and GriefShare began Sept. 12 & 7, respectively. Eight people are attending 
Griefshare and 4-5 for DivorceCare. 

 Offering Envelopes for 2018 were ordered in mid-July; the number of boxed envelopes 
was reduced from 250 to 200. A card for people to use who give electronically is in the 
process of being redesigned; I will email the new design to the commission once I 
receive it from Pastor Rod. A magnet with the special offering dates will also be 
available. 

 Ask, Thank, Tell Ask team members include Pastors Rich, John & Rod as well as Steve 
Schild (elders), Diane Mayfield (executive board) and Chris Hruska & myself from GIVE 
Commission; the team is scheduled to meet on Oct. 19. In addition to my Thank Team 
members Charlie Johnson, Carol Cronkhite and Gary Flandermeyer, some of the people 
who served as Neighborhood Contact Persons have volunteered to serve on the Thank 
Team. My first invitation to them to help out today was to send a thank-you to the 
members who provided food and/or served the meal at the Sept. 24 Welcome Inn meal. 

 Welcome Inn meal of beef/noodle hot dish, salad, and cookies/bars was served to 125 
people on Sept. 24. Residents expressed much appreciation for the home-cooked meal. 
Our next meal will be served on the Sunday after Thanksgiving (Nov. 26). 

 Christmas Giving I am in the process of learning the needs of individuals and families we 
will sponsor for Christmas. We will receive lists from Hillcrest, Our Redeemer and 
Community Services League in addition to those identified through Care Ministry. 

 Flu Shots will be available at the North Campus through the Hy-Vee mobile unit on 
Sunday, Oct. 15, 8:3011:30am; cost is $37.50 but Medicare and most insurances will be 
accepted/processed by Hy-Vee. 

 
Connections Coordinator Report: From Oct. 16 through Dec. 22, Diane will complete her work 
at church in late afternoons/evenings. The goal to send Ministry Matters on Friday mornings 
remains. The deadline of 8am Thursday will continue.  Thanks! 
 
Next commission meeting will be Oct. 23, 5:30pm (note time change), Room 303, North 
Campus. Nancy closed the meeting with prayer.  
 
From GO Commission—Carol Windler, secretary 
The GO Commission met on Sept. 25 with Charlie & Carol Cronkhite, Kathy Wildschuetz, 
Courtney Dryer and Pastor Rich attending.  
 
Operation Christmas Child:  Shoeboxes will be available at both campuses Nov. 4-5 and Nov. 11-
12. Filled shoeboxes will be collected Nov. 13-20. Pastor Rich will provide a Sign Up Genius for 
collection volunteers. The GO Commission members have already volunteered to work the 
South Campus; their assigned times can be found on Sign Up Genius. 



 
Plus One:  Pastor Brad Zerkel, Timothy’s coach, was unable to attend this meeting. Pastor Rich 
reported that a startup fund of $1500-$2500 (with matching funds from Thrivent) will be 
available to assist in a community involvement project. The goal of the GO Commission is to 
brainstorm with Pastor Zerkel to find a good project to undertake. Kathy has talked with the 
GIVE Commission about joining GO to hear Pastor Zerkel’s information about the Plus One 
Program. Plans are to meet with Pastor Zerkel at the next GO Commission meeting on Nov. 13. 
Pastor Rich is also checking with Mark Wood about the availability of using his teaching 
evangelism materials.  
 
Next GO Commission meeting is Monday, Nov. 13, 5pm, Room 1101, South Campus. 
 
From GROW Commission—Mary Low, secretary 
GROW Commission met on Sept. 25 with Diane Mayfield, Mary Reed, Mary Low, Ryan Kuecker, 
Richard Pirch, Pastor John and Jacob Gorrow attending. Mary Reed opened the meeting with 
prayer. 
 
Old Business: 

 Confirmation Prayer Pals – Mary Reed reported that we have enough volunteers to 
match all enrolled students (grades 6-8) with a prayer pal. A meeting is scheduled for 
Sept. 27 at 6:30 with the prayer pals to discuss guidelines. The commission is still 
finalizing plans for “revealing” prayer pal identities in December. 

 Middle School Ministry (MSS) – The MSS just held its second event, a progressive dinner. 
This was well attended and enthusiasm is high. The next event will be a combined event 
with the Senior High Youth to clean and make improvements to the church courtyard. 

 
New Business:  

 North Campus Sunday School (The Rock) – Miriam Lindemann sent a report that 
numbers are down at The Rock. Sarah Hinkle has suggested a temporary reformatting of 
the program to see if that would improve attendance. The consensus of the commission 
is to monitor attendance as the fall continues. Refreshing the curriculum was also 
mentioned as a good idea, especially for the older students. 

 Middle School Bible Study – There is some confusion about how this new class will 
operate. Mary Low does not want this class to meet if it is not in alignment with the 
confirmation requirements. Pastor John will discuss with ministry staff and report back 
to the commission. 

 Ask, Thank, Tell – Pastor John shared basic principles of this new stewardship focus. It 
focuses on developing disciples who give as a thankful response to God’s blessings, NOT 
focusing on giving to a budget. The program encourages, ASKING people to step up as 
disciples, THANKING those who do, and TELLING how God has blessed our outcomes. 

 Question about Middle School and High School Youth funding –There was brief 
discussion about available funds in the budget to use for some of the youth group 
activities. Youth leaders often spend their own money for these events. Diane 



mentioned that Timothy has always been generous in assisting with funding activities if 
the need is shared with the congregation.  

 
Future Business: 

 Small Groups --  Pastor Rod will share more about this at the next commission meeting. 

 Ministry to College Students – Commission members were asked to give this some 
thought for future discussion. 

 
Next commission meeting is Oct. 23, 7pm, Room 102, North Campus. Ryan closed the meeting 
with prayer. 
 
Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
Oct. 1—School Board meeting, 11:30am, Room 1101, South Campus 
Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, Nov. 6, 13, 20—Live Well weekly sessions, 6:30pm, Fireplace Room, North 
Campus 
Oct. 7—Executive Board meeting, 8am, Fireplace Room, North Campus 
Oct. 7-8—LWML weekend, all services 
Oct. 13-14—JourneyMen Fall Retreat, Heit’s Point Lutheran Camp 
Oct. 16—Executive Board/Elected Elders Joint Meeting, 6:30pm, Room 505, North Campus 
Oct. 19—“Ask” Discipleship Team Meeting, 1pm, Fireplace Room, North Campus 
Oct. 19—Prayer Service, 7pm, Sanctuary, North Campus 
Oct. 21—Hillcrest Gala, Hilton Garden Inn, Independence 
Oct. 23—GIVE Commission meeting, 5:30pm, Room 303, North Campus 
Oct. 23—Ministry Budget Small Group, 7pm, Room 501, North Campus 
Oct. 23—GROW Commission meeting, 7pm, Room 102, North Campus 
Oct. 28—Ministry Budget Small Group, 10am, Fellowship Hall, North Campus 
Oct. 28—School Ministries Gala/Auction, 6pm, The Cotillion, Blue Springs 
Oct. 29—Ministry Budget Small Group, 11:30am, Room 1206, South Campus 
Nov. 2---JourneyMen Take the Lead event, 6:30pm, Family Life Center, North Campus 
Nov. 6—Executive Board meeting, 6pm, Room 303, North Campus 
Nov. 7—Elected Elders meeting, 7pm, Fireplace Room, North Campus 
Nov. 8—Children of the World concert, 6:30pm, Sanctuary, North Campus 
Nov. 13—GO Commission meeting, 5pm, Room 1101, South Campus 
Nov. 15—Deadline to submit Annual Reports 
Nov. 13-20—Operation Christmas Child collection dates, South Campus 
Nov. 26—Welcome Inn Thanksgiving meal, 12:30-1:30pm, at motel 
Dec. 2—Women of Hope Annual Prayer Breakfast, Fellowship Hall, North Campus 
Dec. 3—Annual Voters’ Meeting, 11:30am, Auditorium, South Campus 
 


