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The purpose of Ministry Matters is to provide an opportunity for the leaders of Timothy to share 
what is happening in their ministry areas. Each Friday, Ministry Matters is emailed to Timothy’s 
executive board, elders, staff, commission leaders and other lay leaders. If you wish to include 
something, please email it to Diane Mayfield (dianem@timothylutheran.com) by 8am 
Thursday. Feel free to share this document as you wish. 
 
From GIVE Commission—Pam Sbisa, commission leader 
GIVE Commission met on Aug. 28 with Pam Sbisa, Carol Schemmer, Chris Hruska, Nancy 
Nowiszewski and Diane Mayfield attending. Pam opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Nancy shared her August Care Ministry Report: 

 Compassionate Care Our resident and her son signed the new covenant for the six months 
they will continue to live in the house (through Feb. 2018). Vicki is still working at the 
Adams Point Conference Center, averaging 25-30 hours per week but should have more 
hours by the end of August, either from Adams Point or a second job.  

 Hillcrest Transitional Housing will hold its annual gala on Oct. 21 at the Hilton Garden Inn 
in Independence; ticket prices increased to $100 per person. They will also collect gift 
baskets for the silent auction. Our resident, Megan, continues to do well. We recently 
replaced the vacuum in our apartment. 

 Spiritual Gifts Inventory will be added to Timothy’s website once the makeover is 
complete. I believe this will be the end of Sept., when we are able to announce it to the 
congregation. I am reviewing the material originally prepared and making edits per staff 
suggestions. 

 Stephen Ministry will host a special program, Live Well, which will be the kickoff for an 8-
week informational group focusing on how diet, exercise, and faith can bring balance to 
one’s wellbeing. The kickoff event will include information about general depression 
(distinct from clinical depression) with activities and a testimony from a Stephen Minister. 
The kickoff event will be Sept. 28, 7pm, in the Fellowship Hall. 

 DivorceCare and GriefShare begin again in Sept (12th & 7th, respectively); the new 
DivorceCare banner affixed to south outside wall of North Campus and the article in last 
Saturday’s Examiner are generating several calls from the community. 

 Break Time now has more men than women attending! Bill Croson and David Escobar are 
there to assist with the men. We average 10-12 in attendance, plus the volunteers. 

 Offering Envelopes for 2018 were ordered in mid-July; the number of boxed envelopes 
was reduced from 250 to 200. A card for people to use who give electronically has been 
designed and shared with the commission. After approval, it will be ready to print. The 
purpose of this card is to invite electronic givers to place a card in the offering plate, if 
they desire, to represent their joy in giving. These cards will be in the pew racks. 

 Ask, Thank, Tell stewardship focus was discussed at the first meeting (Aug. 2) of the 
stewardship education team which is taking on the role of the Ask component. Team 
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members include Pastors Rich, John and Rod as well as Steve Schild (elders), Diane 
Mayfield (executive board) and Chris Hruska and myself from the GIVE Commission. 
Pastor John is heading up the Tell component, and I am heading up the Thank component. 
My team members include Charlie Johnson, Carol Cronkhite and Gary Flandermeyer. I 
have asked the three members to share opportunities to thank our many volunteers with 
our team so that we can follow through with the notes. Steve Schild will be sending a 
letter to our neighborhood contacts to see if any of them would like to serve on this team 
as the ‘writers’ of thank-you notes. One of the first new groups to receive a thank-you 
from the ministry that their service supported was the rummage sale volunteers, who 
received a thank-you from the school staff. 

 Welcome Inn Our next meal will be served on Sunday, Sept. 24, 12:30-1:30pm. The meal 
will include a beef/noodle hot dish, salad and dessert. 

 Other:  Women of Hope: helping with the Sept. 8 movie night; next Friends Café on Sept. 
9; annual prayer breakfast on Dec. 2 (preparing for Advent theme); Annette Logan will 
lead the Wednesday Bible class previously led by Pat Kuerschner—this begins on Sept. 6 
with a study by Lysa TerKeurst entitled Uninvited. Christmas Giving: beginning to plan the 
number of individuals and groups we will be able to assist this Christmas. Get Connected: 
will be working with Diane to edit the copy for events in Sept. – Nov.  

 I will be out of the office Sept. 5-7. 
 
Connections Coordinator Report:  Diane reported that she continues to publish Ministry Matters 
each week as well as assist with the Get Connected and Celebrate publications. 
 
The next commission meeting will be Sept. 25, 6pm, Room 303. Diane closed the meeting with 
prayer. 
 
From GROW Commission—Mary Low, secretary 
GROW Commission met on Aug. 28 with Mary Reed, Mary Low, Richard Pirch, Diane Mayfield, 
Pastor Rod and Pastor John attending. Mary Reed opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  

 VBS Follow-up Postcards --  Postcards are in the process of being sent to each family unit 
that attended VBS this summer. 

 Backpack Blessing/Kindergarten Blessing  --  These took place on August 12 & 13 at all 
services. It was well-received. 

 The Young Adults group continues to meet for fellowship and Bible study. A new Bible 
study, based on C.S. Lewis’ book The Screwtape Letters will begin soon. They encourage 
others in the approximate 18-30 age group to join them. Contact Pastor John if interested. 

 Middle School Ministry  --  The kickoff event for this new group was held on Aug. 27. 
Approximately 18 youth enjoyed a “ninja warrior” obstacle course, games, food and 
fellowship. This group will probably grow in numbers once Confirmation classes start 
again next week. A Progressive Dinner is planned as the next event. 



 Children’s Ministry Kickoff  --  September 6th --  Dawn Twenter has prepared activities for 
this first evening of Cross Walk. There is still a need for one teacher for Cross Walk. Kickoff 
for The Rock (Sunday mornings) is being planned for Sept. 10 by Miriam Lindemann. 

 Confirmation Prayer Pals  --  As of today, 18 people have signed up to be prayer pals. 8th 
graders will be partnered with pals first and hopefully followed with enough pals for 6th 
& 7th confirmands as well. Mary Reed will host a “Pal Meeting” soon to discuss guidelines 
for this program. Oct. 1 is the anticipated start date. Pals will “reveal” their identity to 
their confirmands in Dec. but continue serving as that confirmand’s pal until April.  

 Crossways --  Pastor John announced that Crossways will resume on Sept. 5. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Mary Reed shared that our original goals for the GROW Commission, established 
in Jan. 2017, are being accomplished very effectively and smoothly in the various GROW 
ministries. Now our attention can turn to other areas: 

 Support of college students (home and away) 

 Development of a Christian Development Pathway for Bible Study classes 

 Active participation in and integration of “Ask, Thank, Tell” discipleship focus 

 Increased congregational participation in Adult Bible Study opportunities 
 
Pastor Rod closed the meeting with prayer. Next commission meeting is Sept. 25, 7pm, Room 
102, North Campus. 
 
Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
Sept. 6—Confirmation & Cross Walk classes begin, 6:30-7:30pm, North Campus 
Sept. 8—JourneyMen and Women of Hope movie The Case for Christ, 6:30-9pm, Auditorium, 
South Campus 
Sept. 9—Friends Café, 9:30-11am, Epic Coffee Shop, Independence 
Sept. 10—The Rock Sunday School kickoff, 9:45am, Fellowship Hall, North Campus 
Sept. 11—Executive Board meeting, 6pm, Fireplace Room, North Campus 
Sept. 15—Celebrate deadline (July, August, September events) 
Sept. 15-17—Fall Fun Fest, Downtown Blue Springs (steakburger booth) 
Sept. 24—Welcome Inn meal, 12:30-1:30pm, at motel 
Sept. 25—GIVE Commission meeting, 6pm, Room 303, North Campus 
Sept. 25—GROW Commission meeting, 7pm, Room 102, North Campus 
Sept. 28—Live Well program, 7pm, Fellowship Hall, North Campus 
Oct. 1—School Board meeting, 11:30am, Room 1101, South Campus 
Oct. 7-8—LWML Weekend, all services 
Oct. 13-14—JourneyMen fall retreat, Heit’s Point 
Oct. 19—“Ask” Discipleship Team meeting, 1pm, Fireplace Room, North Campus 
Oct. 19—Prayer Service, 7pm, Sanctuary, North Campus 


