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The inaugural  
J. R. Wiles Memorial 
“Fisher of Kids”  
Fishing Derby held  
on June 4 at  
Waterfall Park in  
Independence found 
Pastor John and his son 
Isaiah celebrating their 
big catch!  

Great 
Catch! 



 Pastor’s Corner 

  

“They celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your 

righteousness.” Psalm 145:7 

What are you celebrating this summer? As I write this article, the 

staff is dressed in black, and I am surrounded by balloons and  

decorations all over my office for my 50th birthday. Other  

celebrations include Anna’s 8th grade graduation, Sarah’s high  

school graduation, Emily turning 21, and 22 years of abundant  

blessings being married to my wonderful wife, Kate! God has been 

very good to us! How has God been good to you? 

In this issue of Celebrate, you will learn many ways in which God has 

indeed been good to us at Timothy! We thank and praise Him for 

restoration as we work together to impact lives. I have heard many 

stories of God’s people touching lives of brothers and sisters in Christ 

as well as touching lives of complete strangers. What a joy it is to 

see and hear all these stories! 

Celebrations are a good thing! As you celebrate God working in your 

life, would you please share that celebration with me? I would love to 

hear about it! Send an email to richards@timothylutheran.com so I 

can celebrate with you. God is good! Let’s celebrate! 

Blessings!  Pastor Rich 

 

Beautiful weather blessed those who  
gathered to participate in the June 10  

J.R. Wiles Memorial “Fishers of Kids”  
Fishing Derby, right, near Bass Pro.   

Pastor Rich Steensma 

Happy Birthday to You! Timothy’s Ministry Staff 

celebrated Pastor Rich’s 50th birthday on June 
8th by wearing black and sharing birthday cake. 
God’s blessings for many more happy birthdays! 



                  

 

On June 18, Timothy volunteers, including Cris  

Carpenter, Steve Schild & Gary Flandermeyer,  

volunteered at a Truman Heritage Habitat for  

Humanity house build project at 1129 S. Pope St.  

in Independence. Damaged by fire several months  

ago, the house was transformed  from a distressed  

old residence into a modernized, efficient home.  

A house blessing and transfer to the new owner is 

planned for mid-July. Praise God for many generous 

hearts to help rehab this house to touch lives for  

Christ and bring hope to the community! 

Feeding the  
Homeless  On May 

21, Timothy volunteers 

served 120 Welcome 
Inn residents a meal of 
chili dogs, chips, fruit, 
brownies and water 
bottles. At far left,  
Esther Maxwell dishes 
up chili for the hot dogs. 
At left, Pam Dennis 
helps residents with 
their dessert. Residents 
were also offered Bibles, 
hygiene items, books & 
stuffed animals.  

 

Timothy Helps Out at Habitat for Humanity  

Hillcrest Transitional 
Housing celebrated a  

ribbon-cutting ceremony for 
the opening of their  new 
building in Lee’s Summit on 
May 10. Care Minister  
Nancy Nowiszewski joined 
Chamber of Commerce 
members from Blue Springs, 
Independence and Lee’s 
Summit for the ribbon-
cutting ceremony. A single 
lady moved into the  
Timothy-sponsored  
apartment on the top floor 
of this building on May 9.   



  

Timothy School  Ministries 

Timothy students gained great experience and performed well at track and cross country meets this year.  

Cinco de Mayo at Timothy School included dancing, singing and beautiful artwork! Led by Mrs. Carrasco and  

Mrs. Pennington, students sang a special song in Spanish for retiring principal, Ed Kuerschner.  

Fun Day 
2017  
 

Students 
enjoyed 
beautiful 
weather on 
Fun Day 
with an 
obstacle 
course,  
tug-of-war, 
bouncy 
house,  
popsicles 
and much 
more!  

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo!!  



Timothy School 7th & 8th graders, accompanied by Principal Ed Kuerschner and Mrs. Sarah Barber,  

made many memories in Omaha on their class trip! 
 

Kindergartners 
hatched and welcomed 
baby chicks into their 
classroom this spring! ECC Graduation on May 18 sends many smiling faces to Kindergarten this fall! 

 



  

  

 

 

LWML RoseMary Thompson  
and Elizabeth Circle member  
Katie Smith, selected as Zone 

Young Woman Representative,  
attended the June 22-25  
International Lutheran  

Women’s Missionary League 
convention in Albuquerque NM    

Sanctuary Choir dedicates much  
practice time, above, to enhance our 

worship experience at Timothy.  

LWML “An Afternoon with 
Katie Luther” brought Bonnie 
Matzel to Timothy on May 7 
to share about Katie’s life as 

Martin Luther’s wife.  

Break Time regular Alice, above left, paints and decorates a bird house during craft time, 
while leader June Schubkegel helps Alex select paint colors for his bird house. 
 

Friday Morning Bible Class gathered recently at Corner Café for food, fellowship and fun.  
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Patty Koogler   Michele Dougherty 

   Sandy Logan     Pam Dennis 

Stephen Ministry Four new Stephen Ministers were commissioned at 

the April 22 service. The four ladies are Patty Koogler, Sandy Logan,  
Pam Dennis and Michele Dougherty.  

 

12th Annual Adam’s Army Blood Drive  
The Reed family, pictured left to right, Jenna, 
Jeff, Kaitlyn Schutz, Mary, Dalton & Garrett, 
joins Community Blood Center in thanking  
Timothy for a record-setting 88 pints of usable 
blood donated on June 4—the largest one-day 
drive ever for CBC! What a wonderful way to 
honor Adam’s memory! This year’s theme:  
Give Blood: You’re Somebody’s Type! Many 
thanks also to Thrivent for providing funds  
for door prizes and a meal for donors.   

Thanks, Boy Scouts—and Caitlin! Have you ever wondered who put up the cute puppy tail 

coat hooks near the playground door at the North Campus? Boy Scout leader Terry Bowers  

revealed: “Jeff Kayden (above) often attends the door letting Scouts and adults in. Leaning against  

a few sharp hooks gave Jeff the idea to replace the original coat hooks with these cute puppy tails.” 

Troop 813 adults and Terry’s daughter Caitlin (above) completed the quick project in one night! 



                  

 

Pairs & Spares 
Timothy’s active 

Pairs & Spares 
group enjoyed  

a trip to the  
Truman Library 

 on April 20.  
 
 

Women of Hope sponsored  
its second Friends Café at 
the Epic Coffee Shop on 
June 10 in Independence. At 
left, women enjoyed making 
a ‘Trust’ magnet. At right,  
Carol Willms shared her  
faith story with the group.  

Friends Café—Coffee, 
Faith Story, Fellowship 

Congratulations to Timothy’s 2017 Confirmands! 
Front: Sawyer Jackson, Logan Berthelson, Sydnee Soendeker, Abby Caudle, Anna Steensma, Sydney Apel 

Middle: Grant Parker, Ian Gannan, Caitlyn Bowers, Quinlan Holland, Addy Street 
Back: Tyler Blatt, Ryan Griffel, Trent Martin, Hayden Brosch, Dharma Craig, Jessica Osborne 


