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The purpose of Ministry Matters is to provide an opportunity for the leaders of Timothy to share 
what is happening in their ministry areas. Each Friday, Ministry Matters is emailed to Timothy’s 
executive board, elders, staff, commission leaders and other lay leaders. If you wish to include 
something, please email it to Diane Mayfield (dianem@timothylutheran.com) by 8am 
Thursday. Feel free to share this document as you wish. 
 
From Executive Board—Charlie Johnson, secretary 
A Special Voters’ Meeting was held on April 9, 11:30am, at South Campus Auditorium, attended 
by 119 members. This special meeting and topic were properly called in advance as required by 
Timothy’s By-laws. President Ben Ryan called the meeting to order, followed by opening prayer 
by Pastor John. 
 
Eric Logan presented an overview of the many small-group and cottage meetings occurring over 
the past few months to provide opportunities for members to listen to presentations and 
express concerns and ideas about Timothy’s future. 
 
Bill Ekey moved that the 2017 budget in the amount of $2,415,580.00 be approved. Motion was 
seconded. Following discussion, the motion was approved by voice vote. 
 
Pastor Rich closed the meeting with prayer at 12:04pm. 
 
From GIVE Commission—Ken Williams’ May Stewardship Message 
In Deuteronomy chapter 8, Moses provides godly counsel to the children of Israel, counsel that 
is still very appropriate for today. By the power of God’s inspiration, Moses wrote,” When you 
have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you. . .” 
After listing some of God’s blessings, Moses continued, “But remember the Lord your God, for 
it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth. . .” 
 
As we have seen repeatedly, God owns everything. He allows us to use that which rightfully 
belongs to Him, but in the final analysis, the entire earth and all that is in it belong to God. Our 
response to God’s blessings speaks volumes about us and our spiritual walk. 
 
Like those described in a contemporary Christian song popularized by the Talleys, some people 
have a mindset that is “gimme, gimme, take, take.” 
They are always looking out for the person they see in the mirror each morning, and they are 
always wanting more. Sad to say, some Christians fall into this category. 
 
Others respond to God’s blessings in a matter-of-fact manner. Their reasoning is that since God 
created us, He owes us life, prosperity, health, and similar blessings. Their attitude, then, is that 
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of seeing God’s goodness as something which they somehow deserve, something they have 
coming to them. 
 
The mature Christian, however, views the blessings which God provides as tokens of His love 
and as expressions of His goodness and grace. The mature Christian responds with a spirit of 
gratitude and thanksgiving for all that God provides and for whatever He provides. The mature 
Christian realizes on a continuing basis that even the ability to earn money is a gift from God. 
 
Jimmy Dean, the country start turned pork-sausage magnate, was born poor, but he later 
enjoyed a vast array of material blessings, including a 110-foot yacht. Dean often recited, 
“Drinking from My Saucer,” a poem he co-wrote. One verse goes this way: 
 
So, Lord, help me not to gripe, 
‘bout the tough rows that I’ve hoed, 
I’m drinking from my saucer 
‘Cause my cup has overflowed. 
 
And no one has had their ups overflow so that they are drinking from their saucers more than 
we have, God’s people here at Timothy who have been redeemed by His grace and power. With 
the Psalmist, our lips proclaim the fullness of our hearts’ thanksgiving, ‘Bless the Lord, O my 
soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
His benefits.” We realize that nothing honors god more than a grateful heart, shown by our 
thanks, praise and giving. 
 
Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
May 21—Welcome Inn meal, 12:30-1:30pm, at motel 
May 21—School Board meeting, 11:30am, Room 1101, South Campus 
May 22—GIVE Commission meeting, 5:30pm, Room 303, North Campus 
May 22—Joint Executive Elders/Executive Board meeting, 6:30pm, Fireplace Room 
May 25—GROW Commission meeting, 7pm, Room 102, North Campus 
June 4—12th Annual Adam’s Army Blood Drive, 8am-3pm, Family Life Center, North Campus 
June 10—JourneyMen J. R. Wiles Memorial Fishing Derby, 9am, Waterfall Park, Indep. 
June 10—Women of Hope Friends Café, 9:30-11am, Epic Church, Indep. 
June 21—RESTORE Prayer Service, 7pm, Sanctuary, North Campus 
June 28—Executive Board meeting, 6pm, Fireplace Room, North Campus 
July 9—Retirement Reception for Ed Kuerschner, noon, Auditorium, South Campus 
July 16—VBS Kickoff, North Campus 
July 17-21—VBS Week 
Oct. 13-14—JourneyMen Fall Retreat, Heit’s Point 
 


